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forbidding a view of wedded love we may expect strange corollaries. In the first place, the pleasure which accompanies the act is unholy, and must not be desired or enjoyed. Then, since the maintenance of the race is easily assured, men and women of virtuous feelings should be exhorted to abstain altogether, and all men and women should abstain on holy festivals ; though he goes out of his way to assert that the virginity of the heretic is of less value than the marriage of the Christian. Moreover, his theory of marriage enables him to meet very successfully the favourite objection of the Manichees—the polygamy and extensive families of the patriarchs. Since procreation was the chief matter, and the human race called for rapid increase in those early ages, the conduct of the patriarchs was clearly moral and commendable ; ' they acted from a sense of duty, not a feeling of lust,' he says—indeed, one expects every moment that he is going to describe it as a painful necessity to them.1 On the other
1 In his earlier work, Contra Faustum, he confessed he 'did not yet fully understand the mystic life' of the patriarchs. His progress had been rapid. Possibly M. Poujoulat and the other French writers on Augustine have omitted these interesting opinions lest their countrymen should claim that they are applicable in the circumstances of modern France, and wish to imitate the patriarchal virtue.